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SALEM SENTINEL: NEWS YOU CAN USE January 3, 2018 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with 

my loving eye over you . . . Psalm 32:8 

    

 

WHO ARE WE?  THOUGHTS ABOUT GUM and SUB . . .  

This Sunday we are beginning a new message series for the New Year called: OUR HERITAGE, OUR FUTURE. 

Have you ever heard the expression:  What goes around, comes around?   

Or how about this one:  There is nothing new under the sun? 

This is a point our new Bishop, Todd Fetters, has been making.   As United Brethren in Christ, historically, we have been 

good and have been united around three important things: 

GOSPEL: being spiritually alive in Christ.  (We are alive, not dead - when it comes to faith in Christ!) 

UNITY: being relationally connected, in Christ.  (We connect well with each other, we are brothers and sisters) 

MISSION:  being missionally engaged, for Christ.  (We are on the go for Christ, not glued to the pew!) 
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Bishop Fetters has explained that with our early focus on these three imperatives, the United Brethren Church (first 

church born in the USA) grew very rapidly, became healthy, and made a difference in thousands of lives here and around 

the world.  There are many startling firsts in our history as United Brethren if you read about us.   

And, Bishop Fetters continues, those things that made us great and fruitful as a new church movement in the late 1700s 

and early 1800s are the same things we need today, to be faithful, and fruitful, and growing, and healthy.  What goes 

around, comes around.   

Of course, Gospel, Unity, and Mission conveniently form this acronym:  GUM.  So, our Bishop is pushing (encouraging) all 

churches to become GUM churches.    In fact, the Bishop and his leadership team back in Huntington have coined a 

number of one-liners to help our 170 or so American churches to be gummed up: 

 We want Gospel-Unity-Mission to really stick! 

 Gospel-Unity-Mission gives you something to chew on. 

 Stay focused on Gospel-Unity-Mission and keep your church from getting gummed up with the wrong priorities. 

 I have a confection to make. GUM is good for the soul. 

 Stay focused on Gospel-Unity-Mission and you won’t sugarcoat the truth. 

 May GUM be a testa-MINT to what the UBIC is all about. 

Similar to point four above, I have a confession to make:  I don't actually favor GUM as our own engaging mantra for our 

church, Salem United Brethren in Christ of Chambersburg.   Unfortunately, when I think of GUM, I think of my restless 

hands finding gum stuck under school desks and library tables, gum plastered all over the walkways in amusement 

parks; I think of double-mint gum and the advertising slogans of the 1960s and 1970s (double your pleasure, double 

your fun, with Double Mint Gum!) 

So, while wanting to incorporate the principles of GUM into our priorities and our ministries as we do church together, I 

have been somewhat disinclined to use the acronym GUM to describe what we stand for.  Honestly, we are just not that 

gooey around here! 

So, what have we come up with - a replacement - for Salem?  Here it is: 

SUB.   

OK, so that's not a great image either!  It conjures up 

hoagies.  Or deep sea diving vessels, used by our military 

and undersea explorers.  However, it is tied to our name: 

Salem United Brethren.   

Here's how we see this breaking down: 

Spiritually Alive In Christ 

United Together in Christ 

Being the Light of Christ 

We are asking one of our resident artists to come up with some ideas for a SUB logo (hopefully not involving hoagies or 

nuclear powered submarines!)     
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Meanwhile, we will begin this Sunday fleshing this out - what it means for us going forward - who we are as Christians 

belonging to the stream of Christianity called 'United Brethren in Christ', at Salem. 

We believe for each of the three major points, 1) Spiritually Alive, 2) United, and 3) Being the Light . . . there are three 

sub-points, which we could call marks of discipleship.  What a disciple looks like and acts like, if they are spiritually alive, 

united with their brothers and sisters, and being the light of Christ in the world today.  A total of nine points; nine marks 

of discipleship.   

So, we have the first message this weekend, in which this will all be explained, and we will examine the first mark of 

discipleship:  RECEIVING.  To be spiritually alive in Christ, the first step is to go from 'Dead Man Walking' to the new life 

available in Christ.  And this we do, by receiving Him - into our heart, and life.   

Have you received Christ yet?  What are you waiting for?!  Stay tuned for a good message from Pastor Jason on the 

importance of believing, and receiving . . . this Sunday! 

And then, continue to tune in for 8 more weeks of what it means today to be a Christian who is REAL, and who is 

authentically following the Lord - being alive, being united, and being the light for Him in the world.   

May he bless us all with this new series! 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - EXPLAINED 

Those of us who braved the cold on Sunday, 

December 31st received in our bulletins an insert 

about our capital campaign.  As explained by Bill 

Nye and Sally Mearkle, Sunday morning, we are 

trying to discern a few things about our future 

(mid-2019) move to North Pointe Business Center: 

 How much financial support for this project do 

we have at this point in time? 

 Do we need a paid capital campaign manager 

to help us reach our financial goals, or are we 

sufficiently motivated and generous already, so 

that we don't need the help of an outside 

advisor? 

So, we are in the first weeks of January conducting what sort of looks like a 'straw poll' to see where we are at, 

financially, with North Pointe.   

Here's how it breaks down, schedule-wise: 

 Sunday, January 7: Sample Capital Campaign Facts and Response form passed out (again), informational briefings by 

Ron Amon, Kathy Rohrer, and Slugg (Daryl) Kissinger. 

 Sunday, January 14 & 21: Two opportunities to provide your response to these questions:   

o How much are you willing to commit to our capital campaign?   

o Do you think we need to retain a capital campaign manager? 

o Are you willing yourself to work on the capital campaign leadership team? 

o What can our board do to help you feel more confident about moving to North Pointe? 
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When we return these forms on January 14th and 21st (just need to do it once) keep in mind that these are not pledges, 

they are not commitments, these will just be used for estimating purposes by our board to determine how much work is 

needed to mount a capital campaign, and whether we will need to hire a professional to help us develop financial 

support adequate to meet the needs. 

So, thanks for being willing to participate, and please just let your heart honestly define your answers for now; for 

instance:  if the $ giving answer  today is zero, it's zero.  No problem.  If it's in your budget to give $ 427,321.98, that's OK 

too!  (The total need to complete this capital campaign is estimated to be around $ 1.25 million).   

May we continue to seek the Lord on this, and partner with what He's doing to lead us into a bright and fruitful future, 

leading the next generation to Christ and into the eternal Kingdom . . .   

 

COMING UP SOON! 

 Wednesday Night Growth Groups resume tonight!  (Wednesday, January 3) 

 Saturday Youth Road Trip:  Saturday, January 6, 8 AM to 4 PM, soliciting donations for the youth sponsored 

Valentine's program.   

 New Family Night Offering:  Starting Wednesday, January 17:  That the World May Know:  Life and Ministry of the 

Messiah; eight lessons by Ray Vanderlaan filmed in the Holy Land.   

 

 

SALEM PRAYER CORNER . . . Please be in prayer for . . . .  

 Ministry Needs: 

o Salem relocation to North Pointe 

 Our Nation 

o Renewal of national purpose 

o Recovery of patriotic spirit and unity 

o Collaboration of political parties 

 Hospital, or recovery 

o Dezirae Rohrer - lung surgery today (spots) 

o Earl Ross - blood loss (prostate cancer) 

o John Ross Sr - pneumonia 

o Jerry Paisley - collapsed lung, broken bones 

o Brian Sattazahn - toes amputated 

 Suffering from pain, discomfort, illness, treatment 

o Dorothy Rice: treatment for kidney cancer 

o Denay Brenize, difficulty with dialysis 

o Frank Gaugler, chronic blood disorder 

o Janet Extine (Roy's niece) cancer 

o Julianna Shubert, relocating to Florida 

o Bob Paxton - compression fracture spine 

 Grieving 

o Family of Ray Bricker 

o Family of Jamie Daley (former attender) 

o Family of Essie Knouse 

o Family of Doris Guyer 

o Jaye and Lu Alleman (Jon, sentencing) 
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LAST WORDS:  HOPE 
 

They say 'hope springs eternal.'   

 

Does it?  Sometimes, it feels like our springs have sprung - collapsed - given up - and we don't bounce back from 

disappointment and disillusionment as we once did. 

 

I think the key to hope as Christian people, is to step back a bit and take in a wider, longer, broader perspective.  Yes, 

some of us may suffer quite a bit (and more than many others seem to) in this life, and yet, this life is not all the life 

there is! 

 

Because of our faith in Christ, and what Jesus has done, and what we have done in believing in Him and receiving Him, 

we can have an inexhaustible supply of hope.  We have a Lord who will never leave us, never forsake us.  We have One 

who even now is preparing a place for us (in Heaven) that we may be where He is.  We do not suffer the problem of the 

atheists among us - all dressed up (think funeral) with no place to go! 

 

We have a good place to go - and we will enjoy the fruits and benefits of heaven for a much, much longer span of time 

than the length of time we seem to have been sentenced to be here in this earthly life. 

 

So, find blessings in each day.  And if you can't; think beyond this life - to the life to come.  There is always hope of a 

better, brighter day.   May you find the Lord's blessings in your life today! 

 

Pastor Art 

 


