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SALEM SENTINEL: NEWS YOU CAN USE December 14, 2017 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with 

my loving eye over you . . . Psalm 32:8 

    
OUR GENEROUS GOD . . .  

 

Have you ever thought about the generosity of 

God?  It's something I have been pondering lately. . . 

God's Word says . . .  

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him may 

not perish, but have everlasting life." 

God has given us a Savior, to save us from sin, and 

from death.  He generously gives things we humans 

don't truly deserve, as we wallow in the muck and 

mire of sinful and self-centered lives.  He generously 

gives us the opportunity to be forgiven of our sins, 

our errors, our missteps and mistakes, He gives us 

the opportunity of a brand new life, a life in Christ, 

the abundant life today, and the eternal life one day 

soon.  And those are just the 'biggies!' 

Think of everything else God does for us, to bless us, to show generosity to us.  For some of us, He allows us financial 

freedom; wealth.  We live in one of the wealthiest nations on the face of the earth!  He gives some of us great health; 

we are able to live long and healthy lives, with good food, and clean water, and warm comfortable homes to nurture and 

protect us.  To some of us, He generously gives many children, and grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, who are the 

'apple of our eye.'  To some he gives great knowledge, or wisdom, that can allow us to become very fruitful and 

successful in whatever career path the Lord has placed us upon.   And, if you think about it, the Lord has arranged for us 

to live in one of the most beautiful and peaceful garden spots in our nation, where we have mild weather year round, 

and little fear of hurricanes, tornados, tsunamis, or earthquakes.   

In exchange for God's generosity to us, He invites us to be generous in return.  Generous towards Him, and towards His 

work of redeeming the peoples and the nations.  Generous towards the church, which, as Christian people, is our safe 

place and our training ground as those on a mission to reach a dying world.  Generous towards our brothers and sisters, 

inside and outside of the church, who are in need. 

Debbie and I share a daily devotional book called 'Daily Power' by Craig Groeschel.   Craig is one of those newer, younger 

pastors, who is down to earth, and whose messages are chock full of real life stories and experiences.  This is the 

devotional for today, in that book . . . (continued page 2) 
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He who has a generous eye will be blessed.  Proverbs 22:9 NKJV 

Some people have an eye for fashion.  They can spot a brand a mile away.  They know who has it going on and who is 

striving but hasn't arrived.  Some have an eye for cars.  They know which year is the best, which model holds its value. 

And which brand is most economical.  Others have an eye for talent.  They see potential in people that many overlook.  

Given time, they can help someone who is average at their work to become great.   

What if you asked God to give you an eye for generosity?  Instead of just looking for things that interest you, you could 

look for a way to bless and serve others.   If you ask God to help you see needs you can meet, God will open your eyes to a 

world of possibilities.   

He may lead you to give a few extra minutes to listen to someone who is hurting.  God may show you an opportunity to 

help someone who has car trouble  You might overhear someone who is struggling to make retn, and you offer to throw 

in some extra to help them get by.   

Instead of just developing our "eyes" for what interests us, God can give us an eye to bless others. And when you do give, 

you will be blown away at how God gives back to you.  Because when you develop an eye for generosity, not only will you 

bless others, but you too will be blessed. 

Suggested prayer:  Give me an eye for generosity, Lord, so that I can spot the needs of others and bless them with your 

abundant provision.   

 

NORTHPOINTE UPDATE 

Just a few thoughts about where 

we're at with the planned transition to 

North Pointe as the location for Salem 

church to continue on the mission of 

making disciples for the foreseeable 

future . . .  

 A 'letter of intent' covering the 

important points of the sale, 

leasing arrangements for 

continued use of some space by 

Orrstown bank, and the timing of 

transfer has been signed by both 

Salem and Orrstown Bank 

officials. 

 We have had three tours of the 

property which were well attended, receiving positive feedback from many. 

 The Board has approved giving a small design contract to LCSI, to begin the work of repurposing the interior of the 

Orrstown Bank administrative center into something we can use as a beautiful and modern church facility. 

 Eleven design teams are being formed to develop design concepts for various ministry areas within the new 

property: Worship Center, Kitchen, Youth Center, Children's Ministry, Nursery, and so on. 

 We are working with a lawyer to develop a 'sales agreement' which will firm up the terms and conditions of our 

purchase of the North Pointe property, and which will be legally binding. 
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 We have been developing plans to begin more assertively a capital campaign, to raise funds in three categories: 

o The down payment needed to purchase the property  

o The funds needed to renovate and repurpose the North Pointe property into the new Salem UB Church 

o The funds needed to prepare our current property for sale (repairs and freshening) 

 

One of the items we have been discussing at the more recent Salem board meetings has been whether or not to hire a 

professional capital campaign manager to help us fulfill our financial needs to allow this transition to happen.  Some feel 

we should have the expertise of a skilled campaign manager, others feel that we can do this ourselves, since we are a 

generous church. 

We will likely need $ 250,000 as a down payment on the building, somewhere in the range of $ 1,000,000 to remodel 

the building, and a small amount to 'fix what's broke' and 'make things look nice' here at our current property.   

In January, on several Sunday mornings, board members will be sharing more about the capital campaign, and we will be 

asking all our cheerful givers to give us an idea what they would give towards the North Pointe move.  This will not be a 

pledge campaign, or a commitment - we just need to find out how generous we are feeling as things stand today.  And 

that will help shape what we do with the capital campaign in the near future. 

Why are we doing all this?   As a reminder - moving to North Pointe is not something any of us ever envisioned, but 

everything has fallen into place as if by the hand of the Lord.  Ministering in this new location will give us plenty of room 

to grow, place us in a very visible spot, create a facility that we believe will be very attractive to individuals and families 

who are looking for a relevant church today, and resolve many accessibility, safety and security concerns we have at our 

historic campus now.   

So be excited!  And please continue in prayer for this, and be praying for God to reveal how you can support this next 

chapter in our lives as Salem, using the means, and generosity that the Lord has implanted in your heart and in your 

hands.   Thanks! 

 

COMING UP SOON! 

Friday, December 15:  Cookie Wrapping Party!  Churches from all over 

our area have been bringing homemade cookies in to bless the prisoner 

population at nearby Franklin County Prison.  Friday afternoon, we will 

gather in the Community Center to sort and package the cookies to be 

handed out to the prisoners over the weekend.  I think we were expecting 

something like 500 dozen!  So if you'd like to join in the fun, there will be 

a dish to pass supper at 5:00 PM on Friday (bring a dish) and then the 

cookie wrapping will happen after supper.  Fun for the whole family! 

 

Sunday, December 17:  Adoption Celebration!   Sunday, after church we 

are celebrating with Tom and Dawn Reardon their adoption of Bethany 

Elisabeth; her adoption was finalized by Judge Krom on Tuesday of this 

week.  To RSVP call or text Deb Page (717-262-5683) or Jessi Nicholson 

(717-372-4916).   Adoption of a child is a long, difficult journey - and a 

blessed event!  Let's celebrate together! 
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Sunday, December 17: Children's Christmas Program!  It's always a great encouragement to see our children retelling 

the Christmas story in words, songs, and prayers - - please come out Sunday night at 6:30 PM, and prepare to be 

blessed! 

Saturday, December 23:  Gift Wrapping at Chambersburg Mall:  This is becoming an annual tradition!  If you enjoy 

wrapping gifts and meeting people in the hustle bustle of last minute Christmas shopping, come to Chambersburg mall 

on Saturday, December 23.  Our time for Salem volunteers this year is from 9:00 to 11:00 AM.  Contact Pam Osbaugh at 

717-377-2086 if you would like to help! 

Sunday, December 24: Christmas Eve.  This year, Christmas Eve lands on a Sunday.  So we have changed the schedule to 

lighten the expectations for our families.  We will just have two services, which will be very different from one another: 

 10:00 AM; Worship Service, 4th Sunday of Advent.   

 7:00 PM: Christmas Eve Service, carols, dramas, bell choir, candlelight. 

Please come to one or the other or both - let's remember that Jesus is the Reason for the Season (and not last minute 

shopping and baking!) 

December 31: New Year's Eve Game Night:    We plan to bring in the New Year with our Salem families by enjoying a 

game night from 5 PM to Midnight on the last day of 2017; Sunday December 31st.  This is a great place to bring 

unchurched friends, because we will be playing board or card games, and sharing amongst ourselves the snacks and 

desserts that we bring to share.   

Family Night:  We have just last night completed our final Family Night for 2017.  We will start up again on January 3, 

2018.  Happy New Year!   
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SALEM PRAYER CORNER . . . Please be in prayer for . . . .  

 Ministry Needs: 

o Salem relocation to North Pointe 

o Care Ministry - Sandy Ibaugh  

o Renewal of Children's Ministry area 

o Teachers and Helpers for Children's Ministry 

 Our Nation 

o Renewal of national purpose 

o Recovery of patriotic spirit and unity 

o Collaboration of political parties 

 Hospital, or recovery 

o Dezirae Rohrer - praise:  No spots on lung! 

o Jen Ross, plastic surgery went well (praise!) 

o Mike Hotchkiss, Back surgery December 15 

 Suffering from pain, discomfort, illness, treatment 

o Dorothy Rice: treatment for kidney cancer 

o Denay Brenize, difficulty with dialysis 

o Earl Ross, treatment for prostate cancer 

o Frank Gaugler, chronic blood disorder 

o Janet Extine (Roy's niece) cancer 

o Julianna Shubert, relocating to Florida 

o Bob Paxton - compression fracture spine 

 Grieving 

o Family of Ray Bricker 

o Family of Jamie Daley (former attender) 

o Family of Essie Knouse 

o Family of Doris Guyer 

o Family of Betty Sellers 

o Kim Myers, loss of father, Dick Hoffman 

 

LAST WORDS:  A CHRISTMAS PRAYER . . .  

by Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of the angels, the 
gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise 
men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all 
over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires 
with every greeting. 

Deliver from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be 
Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to 
our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and 
forgiven, for Jesus sake.  Amen! 

 

 

 


